

















to driving and other motor skills among individuals, it is often difficult to detect impairment except
in extreme cases. The two lawyers attribute much of their success to structuring their practice so that
they may meet with a potential client as soon as possible after the arrest. “I cannot over-emphasize the
importance of hiring a lawyer immediately,” Oberman said. “The sooner a lawyer can investigate the case,
the better the client’s chance of success.”

Together, Steve and Sara have made it their mission to provide their clients with the highest level
of representation possible. The Oberman-Rice team prides themselves on providing a comprehensive
DUI defense while maintaining the highest standards of professional responsibility and ethics. Their
experienced, professional support staff strives to provide exceptional and prompt service to their clients, as
well. They use open, honest, and thorough communication with their clients to ensure full understanding
of the issues and all that is at stake.

Unlike lawyers who use mass mailings to contact people recently arrested, Oberman and Rice limit the
number of cases they accept to ensure they can devote the necessary time and effort to provide each of

their clients the personal attention they deserve.

Future DUl Developments

Oberman and Rice explain that DUT laws are becoming more focused on those impaired not only by
alcohol but also by drugs and medication -- both legal and illicit. Too often people don’t recognize the
impairing effects of some medications prescribed by physicians.

“Detection of impairment by drugs is generally more difficult than an investigation of a person
suspected of driving under the influence of alcohol,” explains Oberman. To address this issue, the
government is providing officers with specialized training to help detect those driving while impaired
by drugs. Oberman and Rice have both been through special training themselves—a modified version
of the drug recognition evaluation (DRE) training given to law enforcement. DRE includes a number of
different tests, field sobriety tests (some of which are also used to determine alcohol intoxication) as well

as physiological tests, (such as those which measure the dilation of the suspect’s pupils, blood pressure,




etc.). “The training for DRE is much more intense than that

for field sobriety tests,” Oberman said.

Across the U.S. and in Tennessee in particular, new laws
were passed this year addressing DUI by drugs, including a
law that added analogues as prohibited substances. The term
“controlled substance analogues” is used synonymously with
“designer drugs” Such drugs include “bath salts” “plant
food,” “China White,” and synthetic marijuana. Many believe
these drugs were created or marketed to circumvent state and
federal drug laws. Rice notes that, “Although the prohibition
of such substances has long existed under federal law, it is
only recently that many states have enacted their own laws
making the use or sale of these substances illegal”

With all of these new developments in play, officers are
steadily on the lookout for any suspicious behavior regardless
of whether or not they suspect alcohol is involved, so it
behooves an individual to be well versed in their rights and
how to proceed if and when they are stopped by an officer for
questioning.

So, what should a person do if they are pulled over and
arrested for DUI?

The very first thing a person should do, (before the
officer has approached the car,) is use their cell phone and
immediately call a lawyer. In this way, the lawyer can gauge
the situation and advise the suspect of how to proceed -
whether or not to answer questions, submit to field sobriety
tests, chemical tests, etc. If the person is unable to make a
call while at the scene, they should attempt to have a friend
or loved one contact a lawyer immediately. For instance,
Steve and Sara have a system in place to have a client’s blood
drawn for an independent analysis even before the client
may be processed and released from jail. These results are
confidential and would be used only if favorable to the client.

Although the hours are long and their vocation stressful,
Steve and Sara agree the work is extremely satisfying. Like a
phoenix from the ashes, they regularly see clients rise from
the depression and embarrassment of an arrest to become
successful both professionally and personally. As Steve often
states, “There is no greater remuneration than the hugs we

receive from our clients and their loved ones after a victory”

22 | Attorney at Law Magazine® September 2012

At a Glance

Oberman & Rice Trial Attorneys

http://www.tndui.com/
Blog: http://www.tnduicenter.com/

Address
550 Main St. Suite 730
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902

Phone
(865) 249-7200

Founder/Partner
Steve Oberman

Partner
Sara Compher-Rice

Associate
Nate Evans

Practice Area
DUI/DWI Law
Criminal Defense Law

Firm Awards

e U.S. News & World Report
Tier 1 Best Law Firm in Tennessee for DUl Defense
& Criminal Defense

e Perfect 5.0 Martindale-Hubbell rating for law firms




